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INFORMATION SCIENCE: EPISTEMOLOGICAL PATHS AND HORIZONS 

 

 

Course lectured for master's and doctorate's degrees 

Workload: 60 hours 

Credits: 4 

 

The specificities of the social history of Information Science indicate diverse theoretical 

sources and scientific and philosophical dialogues. From the classical epistemology to the 

philosophy of information diverse analytical horizons open up – schools, currents or 

research programs - forming the different disciplinary objects and articulations. Such 

possibilities have been mapped and reflected by important authors in the field, allowing 

a comprehensive understanding of the current status of the disciplinary art. 
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY IN INFORMATION SCIENCE 

 

 

Course lectured for master's and doctorate's degrees 

Workload: 60 hours 

Credits: 4 

 

Scientific methodology, understood as a discipline that relates to Epistemology, studies 

and evaluates the several methods and techniques available to approach certain research 

problems. In addition, it identifies its limitations and potentialities in terms of the 

implication of its use in different disciplines and, in particular, in Information Science.  

All scientific work originates from a difficulty or question that must be carefully 

formulated. For that reason, the object of research in the field and the foundations for its 

definition, outline, and development must be addressed.  The whole research process 

configuration takes place through the research project that must demonstrate the 

importance, implementation feasibility and the methodology of the research proposal. 
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COURSES FOR RESEARCH LINE 1 

INFORMATION, CULTURE AND SOCIETY 

 

  



 

 

 

 

ARCHIVAL SCIENCE, LIBRARY SCIENCE AND INFORMATION SCIENCE: 

FRONTIERS AND DIALOGUES 

 

 

Course lectured for master's and doctorate's degrees 

Workload: 60 hours 

Credits: 4 

 

In the constitution of the disciplinary fields of Archival Science, Library Science and 

Information Science, the different theoretical and practical contexts for the development 

of each field implied different configurations of thematic scope and delimitation of work. 

Different approaches acknowledge degrees of convergence and divergence among these 

fields.  The reflection on this considers the dynamic analysis of each field, taking into 

account their knowledge, concepts, objects and practices.   
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ETHICAL AND LEGAL ASPECTS OF INFORMATION 

 

 

Course lectured for master's and doctorate's degrees 

Workload: 60 hours 

Credits: 4 

 

The knowledge of information as one of the human rights assumes different inputs, 

outlines and approaches according to sociological, axiological and deontological aspects 

highlighted by questions from several fields of knowledge. The ethical problematization 

of the information access in the places of information and memory and in the professional 

practices of production and mediation for use highlighting its aspects, both  as social fact, 

value – public or private – and object of standards. The statute of the informational issue 

approached as a right at the national and international level – including ethical-legal issues 

raised  by transformations in socio-technical dispositives. 
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INFORMATION SCIENCE AND SOCIETY 

 

 

Course lectured for master's and doctorate's degrees 

Workload: 60 hours 

Credits: 4 

 

From the findings of the social-historical character of cultural constructs and processes 

that Information Science deals with, thus including it among the Social Sciences, several 

relations between this discipline and the social practices are investigated with and through 

documents/information. Economic, political, cultural and scientific processes that 

underlie and unfold from these practices are analyzed, shaping their objects and 

approaches. For your understanding, aspects of the Political Economy of information, 

cultural studies, linguistic knowledge, even philosophy and ethics of information are 

articulated. 
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INFORMATION, CULTURE AND MEMORY 

 

 

Course lectured for master's and doctorate's degrees 

Workload: 60 hours 

Credits: 4 

 

The relation between information – its selective storage loci and means of access and 

circulation of records – and social memory is problematized in view of the diversity of 

approaches to the two concepts. This diversity gives rise to wide possibilities of 

articulation between identity-cultural, political and institutional aspects involved with 

information, allowing the analysis of social processes that substantiate in memory, co-

memorialization, monumentalization and patrimonialization policies, of intense relations 

with the cultural sphere. 
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INFORMATION, DOCUMENT AND DISCOURSE  

 

 

Course lectured for master's and doctorate's degrees 

Workload: 60 hours 

Credits: 4 

 

Addresses articulations between the concepts of information and document (re) 

introduced in the informational field from the beginning of the 1990s. Such theoretical 

movement reinstates the document, and its legitimation processes, on the basis of the so-

called informational practical and reflexive activities – ‘neodocumentalism’ or 

‘redocumentalization’-, both by re-reading the classic and contemporary authors of 

European Documentation as well as by the discursive bias of  constitution of meaning. 

The course analyzes the historical and epistemic path of such trends, the practical 

theoretical developments in Brazil and in the world as well as their acceptance by the 

other theoretical currents in the informational field. 
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ACADEMIC TEXT PRODUCTION AND READING 

 

 

Course lectured for master's and doctorate's degrees 

Workload: 60 hours 

Credits: 4 

 

Discursive genres are relatively stable types of texts that are produced in a particular 

domain or discursive sphere. In the contemporary, graphocentric and technological 

society, we have an infinite number of discursive domains, and the academic is among 

them. In the scope of universities, especially in graduate studies, several sets of discursive 

genres are produced. However, some of these genres are more required to graduate 

students/researchers: abstracts, summaries, articles, dissertations, theses. In face of this 

observation, some academic genres are emphasized both from the reading and 

comprehension strategies as well as the oral and written production points of view.  It is 

intended to enable graduate students to learn elements of academic writing such as 

formation and organization of text ideas, signaling discursive progression between 

sentences, paragraphs and other parts of the text; features of technical language, scientific 

and/or academic, as well as guidelines to be followed in the production of the academic 

text. 
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INFORMATION POLICIES 

 

 

Course lectured for master's and doctorate's degrees 

Workload: 60 hours 

Credits: 4 

 

The course aims at information policies in the public sphere, treated as security 

dispositive by the state and governments. The statements, agents and institutions and their 

disposals with economy and culture. The intervention of national and international 

organizations in the recommendation for the creation and implementation of such 

policies. The temporal trajectory of several information policies analyzed from a 

historiographical perspective. The influence of information policies on the structure of 

the epistemological and professional field of information science. 
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INFORMATION REGIMES 

 

 

Course lectured for master's and doctorate's degrees 

Workload: 60 hours 

Credits: 4 

 

The information regimes building approach, such as meso-level research, aims at 

rebuilding, in the scenario of contemporary societies, the transversality unique to actions, 

resources and effects of information, as well as specificity of the informational dimension 

of contemporary societies. Thus, the transversality of informational and info 

communication relations and interactions is studied as they pervade one or more spheres 

of culture, economy, politics, education, scientific research and daily life, and its 

specificity, as the delivery and direction of this transversality belong to the reticular 

configuration of information, whose production and circulation dynamics could not be 

explained as simple means of other spheres of action. In this context, the information 

regime would be a contextualized reading, with an emphasis on the implementation of 

norms and standards, trends and preferred directions that social, economic and political 

agents transmit – or seek to transmit - , in the organization and maintenance of knowledge 

and information network.     
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SPECIAL TOPICS ON INFORMATION, CULTURE AND SOCIETY 

 

 

Course lectured for master's and doctorate's degrees 

Workload: 60 hours 

Credits: 4 

 

Specifics themes of the interface among information, culture and society in the several 

degrees addressed by the Line of Research, addressing issues that emerge or are required 

by researches developed herein.   

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COURSES FOR RESEARCH LINE 2  

SOCIO-TECHNICAL INFORMATION FLOWS AND MEDIATIONS 

 

 

  



 

 

 

THE INFORMATION AND KNOWLEDGE ASSET MANAGEMENT AND THE 

ORGANIZATIONAL CULTURE 

 

 

Course lectured for master's and doctorate's degrees 

Workload: 60 hours 

Credits: 4 

 

The generation, use and impact of information and knowledge on the work processes 

require studying the principles of information and knowledge management, their 

implications in the organizations and their relation with Information Science. It aims at 

discussing theoretical and practical framework that allows contributing for the reflection 

about the role of organizational and informational culture in the processes of information 

management and information and knowledge production and sharing, and identifying and 

developing methodologies and models for the development and evaluation of the ability 

for working with information and the collaborative behavior in the organizations sphere. 

It presents the relation between the organizational intelligence and the knowledge 

management, it addresses processes, methodologies and technologies for information and 

knowledge management, the organizational learning, the intellectual capital management 

and measuring the intangible assets.   
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THEORETICAL AND METHODOLOGICAL APPROACHES FOR 

ANALYSING IMAGES AND AUDIOVISUALS 

 

 

Course lectured for master's and doctorate's degrees 

Workload: 60 hours 

Credits: 4 

 

It aims to focus on images and audiovisuals as objects of study within the scope of 

documentary organization and representation. It studies the interdisciplinary 

methodological procedures generated in academic literature for the analysis of images 

and audiovisuals resulting from various sociocultural and artistic manifestations.  The 

proposal is to identify the contents and domains of the conceptual fields involved and 

their epistemological nature, in order to apply these methodologies to the context of 

analysis and representation of content and access to images and audiovisuals in 

information services. Therefore, it considers the contemporary scene and, in particular, 

technological innovations considering access to information in digital environments. It 

includes the study of multimedia indexing, with emphasis on iconographic documents, 

audiovisuals and three-dimensional artifacts, which comprise various supports (digital 

and analogic). It focuses on the works studied as resulting from technical-scientific, 

sociocultural and artistic production, taking into account that they are produced from the 

creative and narrative processes of society. 
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OPEN ACCESS TO SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION 

 

 

Course lectured for master's and doctorate's degrees 

Workload: 60 hours 

Credits: 4 

 

The issue of open access to scientific information is discussed, encompassing the notions 

of open science, open technology, open data and open educational data. With an emphasis 

on issues related to open and free access to scientific literature, the changes that the 

processes of scientific communication undergo after the advent of the Internet are 

analyzed, highlighting the controversies surrounding scientific journals and repositories.  

Through the study of the theoretical bases of open access policies, digital public domain, 

open knowledge; legitimacy, secrecy/opacity, transparency/publication of scientific 

information, it is intended to understand the limits and possibilities that open up for the 

availability, visibility and circulation of scientific research results within the academic 

community and the range of open and free scientific information in society. 

 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

BOURDIEU, Pierre. O campo Científico. In: ORTIZ, Renato (Org.) Pierre Boudieu: sociologia. São 

Paulo: Ática, 1983. 

 

CANELA, Guilherme; NASCIMENTO, Solano. Acesso à informação e controle social das políticas 

públicas. Brasília, DF: ANDI ; Artigo 19, 2009. 

 

CARDOSO, Gustavo et al. As Políticas De Open Access Res publica científica ou autogestão? 

Sociologia, Problemas e Práticas, n. 60, 2009, p. 53-67 

http://www.scielo.oces.mctes.pt/pdf/spp/n60/n60a04.pdf. Acesso em 14 nov. 2012. 

 

COSTA, Sely M. S. Filosofia aberta, modelos   de   negócios   e   agências   de   fomento:elementos   

essenciais   a uma discussão sobre o acesso aberto à informação científica. Ciência  da  Informação,  

Brasília, v. 35, n. 2,p. 39-50, maio/ago, 2006. Disponível em: 

http://www.scielo.br/pdf/ci/v35n2/a05v35n2.pdf . Acesso  em 14 nov. 2012. 

 

FERREIRA, S. M. S. P. Repositórios versus revistas científicas: convergências e convivências. In: 

FERREIRA, S. M. S. P.; TARGINO, M. G. (Org.). Mais Sobre Revistas Científicas: em Foco a Gestão. 

São Paulo: Ed. Senac, 2008. 

 

FOSTER, Nanci Fried; GIBBONS, Susan. Understanding Faculty to Improve Content Recruitment 

for Institutional Repositories. D-Lib Magazine, v.11, n.1, 2005. ISSN 1082-9873. 

http://www.dlib.org/dlib/january05/foster/01foster.html. Acesso em 14 nov. 2012 

 

GOMES, Sandra Lúcia Rebel. Interações entre a Ciência da Informação e o direito: a comunicação 

científica e os desafios do mundo digital. In: Ribeiro, Fernanda, Neto, Luisa, Perlingeiro, Ricardo (Org.). 

A informação jurídica na era digital. Porto (Portugal): Afrontamento; CETAC.MEDIA. (Coleção 

Comunicação, Arte, Informação; 11. Edições) 

de 2001. Disponível em: <http://www.nature.com/nature/debates/e-access/ Articles/lawrence.html>. 

 

MACHADO, Jorge Alberto S. Difusão do conhecimento e inovação – o acesso aberto a publicações 

científicas. [São Paulo, 2005]. Disponível em 

http://www.uspleste.usp.br/machado/t_05/acesso_aberto_machado.pdf. Acesso em 16 fev. 2010. 

 

NESSON, Charles R. Foreword. In: ROSNAY, Melanie Dulong de; DE MARTIN, Juan Carlos (ed). The 

Digital Public Domain: Foundations for an Open Culture. Cambridge: Open Book Publishers, 2012. 

Disponível em: http://www.openbookpublishers.com/product/93.Acesso em 14 nov. 2012. 

http://www.scielo.oces.mctes.pt/pdf/spp/n60/n60a04.pdf
http://www.scielo.br/pdf/ci/v35n2/a05v35n2.pdf
http://www.dlib.org/dlib/january05/authors/01authors.html#GIBBONS
http://www.dlib.org/dlib/january05/foster/01foster.html
http://www.nature.com/nature/debates/e-access/
http://www.uspleste.usp.br/machado/t_05/acesso_aberto_machado.pdf
http://www.openbookpublishers.com/product/93.Acesso


 

 

 

ORTELLADO, Pablo; MACHADO ,Jorge Alberto Direitos Autorais e o acesso às publicações científicas. 

Revista Adusp. Agosto, 2006. 

 

PATTERSON, L. R. Copyright in Historical Perspective. Nashville: Vanderbiilt University Press, 1968.  

 

SCIENCE as an open enterprise. The Royal Society Science Policy Centre report 02/12 

Issued: June 2012 DES24782. The Royal Society, 2012 ISBN: 978-0-85403-962-3< 

http://royalsociety.org/uploadedFiles/Royal_Society_Content/policy/projects/sape/2012-06-20-

SAOE.pdf> Acesso em 14 nov. 2012. 

 

SUBER, Peter. Open Access Overview: Focusing on open access to peer-reviewed research articles and 

their preprints. <http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/overview.htm>. Acesso em 14 nov. 2012. 

 

SWAN, Alma. Policy Guidelines For The Development And Promotion Of Open Access. Paris: 

Unesco, 2012. <http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/resources/publications-

and-communication- materials/publications/full-list/policy-guidelines-for-the-development-and-

promotion-of-open-access/> Acesso em 14 nov. 2012. 

  

http://royalsociety.org/uploadedFiles/Royal_Society_Content/policy/projects/sape/2012-06-20-SAOE.pdf
http://royalsociety.org/uploadedFiles/Royal_Society_Content/policy/projects/sape/2012-06-20-SAOE.pdf
http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/overview.htm
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/resources/publications-and-communication-materials/publications/full-list/policy-guidelines-for-the-development-and-promotion-of-open-access/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/resources/publications-and-communication-materials/publications/full-list/policy-guidelines-for-the-development-and-promotion-of-open-access/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/resources/publications-and-communication-materials/publications/full-list/policy-guidelines-for-the-development-and-promotion-of-open-access/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/resources/publications-and-communication-materials/publications/full-list/policy-guidelines-for-the-development-and-promotion-of-open-access/


 

 

 

 

 

SCIENTIFIC COMMUNICATION IN ELETRONIC NETWORKS 

 

Course lectured for master's and doctorate's degrees 

Workload: 60 hours 

Credits: 4 

 

The centrality of the communication process for the scientific research raises the 

examination of changes that have different repercussions in the fields of scientific 

knowledge. The rapid changes caused by the advent of new information technologies 

require further studies on: a) the roles of the agents in the communication chain, mediators 

between the author and the reader; b) changes in informal and formal channels, with an 

emphasis on scientific journals; c) the digital publication system with impact on the 

reading practices and manipulation of academic texts by scientists; d) the flow of 

communication of information. Taking into consideration the political dimension – 

including geopolitics – encompassing the production, dissemination and circulation of 

scientific information, the legal dimension, ethics and integrity of scientific research stand 

out. 
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DIPLOMATICS AS FOUNDATION OF ARCHIVAL IDENTIFICATION 

 

 

Course lectured for master's and doctorate's degrees 

Workload: 60 hours 

Credits: 4 

 

It analyzes the trajectory of Diplomatics, presenting the concept, object, purpose and 

methodology from the perspective of its classic and contemporary approach, as 

foundation for identifying the characteristics of the record genesis, differentiating genres 

and types for defining the documentary series. The theoretical and methodological 

foundations of archival identification are presented as a research model on the 

characteristics of the production entity and its records, applying the Diplomatics 

parameters to identify the record type; the identification procedures and instruments 

applied to the record management and to the organization of accumulated records.  
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FROM STUDIES OF USER NEEDS TO USES  OF INFORMATION: 

THEORETICAL-METHODOLOGICAL ISSUES  

 

Course lectured for master's and doctorate's degrees 

Workload: 60 hours 

Credits: 4 

 

Given the multiple contexts in which the information may be inserted, the different 

possibilities of its structuring and the diversity of its users, the elaboration of user studies 

demands interdisciplinary knowledge of principles, methods, techniques and instruments. 

It aims at discussing the theoretical paths and methodologies for the study of user needs 

and the different methods and techniques to evaluate the information behavior and use. 

Characterization of the types of information user studies. Reflection on the principles of 

usability and accessibility in services that have an interface to automated systems, 

especially on the web, and its relation with user studies and information architecture. 
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FOUNDATIONS OF INFORMATION ANALYSIS AND TREATMENT 

 

 

Course lectured for master's and doctorate's degrees 

Workload: 60 hours 

Credits: 4 

 

It problematizes the nature of the content of documents, their categorization, 

summarization and access points. The proposal is to study the transposition of contents 

to the information retrieval language in the systems holding them. Special emphasis is 

given to the establishment of guidelines for information indexing policy and the 

production of meaning by the analyst/indexer. It analyzes parameters for indexing 

analysis and its articulation with the storage of information, users and information 

services management. It also analyses the indexer’s metameaning for the representation, 

retrieval and access to information. 
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THEORETICAL AND METHODOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS OF RECORD 

MANAGEMENT 

 

 

Course lectured for master's and doctorate's degrees 

Workload: 60 hours 

Credits: 4 

 

Record management is an archival process that aims to control the life cycle of records, 

focusing on the time of production and accumulation in the first and second stage, which 

results in building the archival heritage. It presents the theoretical and methodological 

foundations of record management and the relation of identification with the production, 

classification and evaluation, functions that support the implementation of a record 

management program.  It studies the nature of the archival document and the archival 

information from the diplomatic perspective, in its classic and contemporary approach, 

presenting the structure and the connection records have with the functional context of its 

production, requirement for the record management. It examines the application of norms 

and standards for record management and its relation with the procedures and tools of the 

record management program. 
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TERMINOLOGICAL INSTRUMENTS OF INFORMATION AND 

KNOWLEDGE REPRESENTATION AND RETRIEVAL 

 

Course lectured for master's and doctorate's degrees 

Workload: 60 hours 

Credits: 4 

 

It investigates the theoretical and methodological principles for elaborating the 

terminological instruments in the context of information representation and retrieval, such 

as: taxonomies, thesaurus, ontologies, including intelligent systems. It aims at analyzing 

the diverse informational contexts and the performance of terminological tools as 

instruments of communication, access to information and knowledge discovery. It 

includes studies on the terminological compatibility. 
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MODELS AND THEORIES OF REPRESENTATION OF KNOWLEDGE 

DOMAINS 

 

 

Course lectured for master's and doctorate's degrees 

Workload: 60 hours 

Credits: 4 

 

Knowledge domains in Knowledge Organization Systems (KOS) are represented by 

classification structures, which have been adapted to several Representation Theories 

over time. Such theories place themselves in the area of elaboration of independent 

Conceptual Models of domain specific content.  They are meta-representation used for 

organizing knowledge in different domains. It is intended, from the discussion of 

theoretical and methodological aspects related to these theories, to emphasize aspects 

related to the elaboration and analysis of representation models for the purpose of 

processing and retrieving information. 
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INFORMATION AND KNOWLEDGE ORGANIZATION AND 

REPRESENTATION IN DIGITAL ENVIRONMENTS 

 

 

Course lectured for master's and doctorate's degrees 

Workload: 60 hours 

Credits: 4 

 

There has been an increasingly digital record of human activities, knowledge and culture. 

This leads directly to issues of how to organize, represent and manage these records – 

which have always been the focus of Information Science – in digital environments. It 

addresses issues such as the dimensions of information overload, the “deep web”, the 

cognitive role of representation, a possible “computational semantics”. It also addresses 

methodologies and technologies and their potentialities such as: methodologies and 

conceptual modeling languages, records representation and organization, Semantic Web, 

interconnected open data, UML, ontologies. 
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INFORMATION RETRIEVAL  

 

 

Course lectured for master's and doctorate's degrees 

Workload: 60 hours 

Credits: 4 

 

Information retrieval is the process of obtaining informational resources relevant to an 

information need from information sources. It is an object and one of the founding fields 

of Information Science, emerging as such from the use of computers.  In the current 

scenario, it constitutes a stage for the transfer of information.  The course aims at 

discussing information retrieval in Web environments, models, methods, criteria, 

standards and standardization, evaluation metrics, interoperability between sources and 

application fields. It also discusses new models of representation and retrieval emerged 

from Semantic Web technologies.   
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TOPICS IN COMMUNICATION, MANAGEMENT, TECHNOLOGY AND USE 

OF INFORMATION 

 

 

Course lectured for master's and doctorate's degrees 

Workload: 60 hours 

Credits: 4 

 

It aims to study specific themes of the interfaces between Communication, Management, 

Technology and Information Use at the different levels addressed by the Research Line, 

approaching emerging or conjunctural issues by the research developed in it.  

 


